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Don’t beat a dead horse: Predicting a person that returns to a
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done-deal in a multi-party conversation
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Abstract: In this paper, we propose a method for predicting fruitless arguments in a conversation. For the
purpose, we construct a corpus that contains a person who returns to a done-deal in a multi-party conversa-
tion. We call the person “BDH (Beat a Dead Horse) participant.” Each conversation in the corpus consists
of utterances about a topic with three participants. We prepare two topics for the corpus and one of three
in participants is the BDH participant. For detecting a BDH participant in a conversation, we apply nine
features into Support Vector Machines. The n-gram feature in them was the most effective feature in the

experiment.
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