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(2 — e)-Approximation Algorithm for the
Minimum Block Transfer Problem
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Abstract: In this paper we consider the following variant of clustering problems of graphs, called the Min-
imum Block Transfer problem: Given a directed acyclic graph (DAG for short), the objective is to find a
mapping of its nodes into blocks of size at most B that minimizes the maximum number of external arcs
during traversals of the acyclic structure by following paths from the roots to the leaves. An external arc
is defined as an arc connecting two distinct blocks. It is known that the problem is NP-hard even if B = 2
and the height of the DAG is three, and furthermore, there is no (3/2 — £¢) factor approximation algorithm
for B = 2 and any positive egp unless P = NP. In this paper, when B = 2, we design a (2 — ¢) factor
approximation algorithm for a small postive €.
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o TELDGE, AMVAEVREDHNLAEY &, T+
A7 EDOHIEAE Y ITOT — X DELEDFHERFR DR
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EoTREINAZ2DDL LB /0 EF N ETOL
HEFSTS57%2E25%. 200~ )LeiE, BohiEs
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ATV LSRN AETYANBEAOAT Y22 MzkB 1
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J0v V8% E (Minimum Block Transfers with B,
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M B W % B R T2 8 & QI A LD R E RMETS
&5, 797D =R oY A ADE~Z BTHST
Oy 7 ADREZEZRDIFLZ e 2EAME T 5. AERERMT

liE, Bs7ny JRALE2ERTA2EMLOZ L & EK
5. /toT, AEEMEOREIZ2 DORERLE Tay &
EERTAABEOBIZE > TERSN, ZhidxThdbd
TRy JHEOREERLTVWD

1.2 BEEFEMR

MBT(B) & &AiZ Gil & Ttai I2 & > THREI 1Lz [8].
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HDTEMEZY A X BOT 0y ZIZ5ET 5 &l
%, O(Blogn) D% Y O(nB?log A) KA TRD B Z &
MR D BIGIHEEIZHE DS TNV T Y AL 2R L. %
D%, Alstrup &Ik & D EE il 2 AW TRHE O RS
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5). Diwan & [5] & Clark 5 [4] IZZNZNMALIZ, KT
T BTBIARNORE T —ACHETAMEEE LTV
6.pﬂi?&b%,7ﬂvﬁhL@ﬁ®ﬁﬁEﬁ%ﬁm
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FET 5.
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DEEDILE2 GIZBI3 v DBEI LR, HLT, &
LZHoDPOEETORESAODEXIDILE2 GIZBITS
vDEHI LR, ZLT, 2TORIIHLTCEIEZERT-
LEDORRKOLDODI L% DAG G DEX LI, h(G)
THRITZeT3. /75976 =V,A)xLT, Ml
DEM/EEV CV, A CARENETNEZ L &,
GIV'= (V" A)IFGOFERR I 7%2KS. ZDLE
A DUiFIEV IZBLTWSHDE TS
HBTF—RZDVDAGHER2LDI T 7 GIZET VLS
N, ZOT =BT 4 AZIBREINT VB BT A AHK
EVWORIKIZT 7 AT 500N & &k, G I3
PWY A ZAOEH Ty 2 1IZRBINDZBENH L (T
HLER=UDIZ L EIEFT). 2F0, KTV IDY A X
NE% BTHY, P={P,P, - ,P} ({HLU P, CV,
i#jorE PNP =0 U P=V, |P|<B %
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T, GOEYDEMBAAVAEY) EOYDTaY ZIiZa—
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0Oy 7O ROED, FORDTEW-70y 791X B
EEBLTWARWESIZ, ZTOP DI LE2REEERZ &
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H2T, NAQ EOTay JESEEB btp(Q) &%, u &
vMENEFNERLZTay ZIZELTWS & EDHNERE
A (u,v) DMEBDOZ %2 FW, 2EP DL L TDDAG G
DT By TEGERE btp(G) L1%, RhESEADLR/S A
TORAKTH Y JEXRBBOZ 2B KT ST 5.
TITY XL ALGIZ & o THAIN0E%Z ALG L RT.
U btarg(Q) ERAUEHAE, 28l ALG DB L TD
Tuy JEERARBERERT S5 T 5. BUNICARR
XTHUD Oz ERMbT 5.
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BRE OPT I ROHEIIRT IO L TFREFOI LN
HMohTsh, B7 NV T) XLOEEEERIMEFTAE
IRE B RO,
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3. MBT(2) ICHd 3BBFEQ7ILTY XL

AHITIE, MBT(2) T 2BAED TN TY XL %EBAN
5. £9, H1HTHRRLA, MBT(2) 1239 2 BEFD
FEREZWDOTLARIZIER S,

EE 2 ([5], [3]) MBT(2) icxLT, 2:8M7VTY R
LDHET 5.

72 3] T, EEIAENENEX 1L 2D DAG 2 AL L
T MBT(2) 1259 2 ijli 72437 )b I) X L HeightOne
¢ HeightTwo ZVRINTW5. EFTLAUFIZ HeightOne %
R

Algorithm HeightOne

A B W(G) M1 Th3 DAG G = (V, A)

= ER

Step 1. G HOETOEMESZ RO 5. HEEK
DREEDZD L LIz &, T o DXEREED &
Cr,o,Cp &9 5.

Step2. |C;| < B({HL i = 1,--- k) 5,
P ={C1, - ,Cx} BN TB. Z>5ThiIh
EP={{v}|veV}ZHNT 2.

|Ci| =2 &70% & 5 &N C; 131 ARDADZ LT
H5. TiabHH MBT(2) IZH$ % HeightOne i3, M2 %
Ny L&H5eT57NVITVALTHS. 7z, HeightOne
[ MBT(2) DA% 53F MBT(B) IR L THERETH 5 [3).
KIZ, BAFIZ HeightTwo /9.
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Algorithm HeightTwo

A & W(G) D2 TH5 DAG G = (V,A)

A 5E P

Step 1. DTOMANCIETE, G % 2-CNF f ~N& &

AR

Step 1-1: v; € V; DFKJ — Rz UER «; %
#HOLTS.

Step 1-2: /— Ry, e N IiZk->THEEENS
AT offie ks 5.

Rule (i): d~(v;) > 2725 (7)

Rule (ii): d*(v;) > 2% 51F (1))

Step 1-3: & v;, v; € Vi ITH LA FDHiZE

Y 5.

Rule (iii): d (v;)) =d (v;) =1THH, D
FARAY (u,v;), (u,v;) 78D &% u DV,
IZHAET 57261 (77 V T;5)

Rule (iv): dt(v;) =d*(v;)=1TdHYH, »D
WERAY (v, u), (vj,u) 78D X% u D Vs,
IZHAET 27261 (2 V zj)

Step 1-4: Steps 1-2 & 1-3 THEK I N/-Hi%

AND) TORE, fEERTS.

Step 2. f % 2-SAT OZIHAWKM 7V TV XL [7]
TE<.

Step3. L fRREAATHLEGE, & P
={{v} lveV} TS, fHRREAET
HB5IE, Step 2 THONFEAREL 425
true, false DFLAGHLRIZHEDE, UMTFD LS %
FEP 2R NTS
FBR 2 XL,

o x;=true R HIEX P IZ {v;} UN—(v) ZiBI.

o x; = false 72 5IE, PIZ {v;} UNT(v) ZEND.
M ED#EETHEINTWARWE ) — F o ZBL
TIE, {v} & UTHIEAE % (228 LT P IZEmm
45

£E 3 ([3]) HeightOne & HeightTwo X ZNENH X
122D DAG Z2 AN T 5 MBT(2) X3 257V T
DALTHY, O(V|+ |A|) KETEMES 5.

X 512 Asahiro 51X [3] IZT, TNENEHIAN 3 L 4D
DAG 2 A L7 ED7 )T X2, HeightThree &
HeightFour /R L TW5. MUTIZZDFMZ RN,

Algorithm HeightThree

AF: X h(G) M3 THBDAG G = (V,A)

A aE P

Step 1. G[VoUV;] & G[Vo U V3] IZ5F L HeightOne
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ZEHATS. BonizndElz P &Py & 5.

Step 2. btp, (G[VoUV1]) = 0 522 bip, (G[VaUV3]) =
07561F, P=PUP, 2 LEIfEZEILT 5.
btp, (G[VaUV3)) =17% 561, P={{v}|veV}
A UEMEREIET 5.

Step 3. V3 IZJ@T B U REAREZNDESE R L
5. BLR=V &5, P={{v}|veV}
EFHAOUEBEREILT S, 5 TRITNIE, £
3 GV — R] IZX U HeightTwo % fH L, X
2GRN (VoUW & GIRN (Vo U Vs)] Iz L
HeightOne Z M3 5. ZLTZN 6 DN E %
Py, Py, Ps & LIEE, TNODONEZIEL,
PsUPLUPs 2 LEIEZIZILT 5.

Algorithm HeightFour

AR "EA(G) P4 THBDAG G = (V,A)

H: %P

Step 1. G[VoUVi] IZX L HeightOne Z@MH L, 47
Py ZEET S, B LU btp, (GVoUW]) =0%
513, P=PU{{v}|veV} &N UIEEE
195,

Step 2. G[VoUViUVo] IZx L HeightTwo Z @M L,
DE Py ZEET 5. B U btp, (G[VoUVIUV)) =
17%51F, P=PU{v}|ce VUVt 2HAL

B E% kT 5.
Step 3. P = {{v} |v e V} &N LUEMEEELE
5.

E%X 4 ([3]) HeightThree & HeightFour I ZNZ 1
ET 3L 4DDAG AT T B MBT(2) ITd 5 3/2ik
BTNTYVZXLTHY, O(V|+|A]) K CTEMET 5.

BRI, 3] I TREINE, FEOEHSIDDAG 2 ATL
T BEMT VTV XL DAGPack LA FIZRY. ZOT7ILT
) AL T, EIZEL U7z HeightOne 7* 5 HeightFour ¥ T
EYITN—F L LUTHVWTWA.

Algorithm DAGPack

AF: DAG G = (V, A)

Ha: o#E P

Step 1. k= |h(G)/4] £ LT, Wo=VoU---UV,4,
Wi =VaU---UVg, =+ +, Wi = VikU---UVyq)
95,

Step2. 0<i<k—-1&LT, #5277 GW
R LT 7T Y XL HeightFour % 3#H T 5.
& GW,) TELNEREEENEN P, £ T 5.
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1 DAGPack DX/l
Fig. 1 Counterexample for DAGPack

Vo Vs Vg
|
o —0—0—0—0

2 DAGPack O MBIz DT D IRHE 5> E
Fig. 2 Optimal packing for the counterexample

Step 3. GW,] DEE % W = h(G) —4k ({HU
1<h <3) &35, BT 77 GWi] IZHL,
I W =1,2,31Z U T HeightOne, HeightTwo,
HeightThree D\WWS N %M T 5. F5N725
Ex P 95,

Step4. (P1—{{v} |veVih)u(Py—{{v}|ve
Ve U---UP, 2 LEIER IS 5.

F38 1 ([3]) DAGPack l& MBT(2) IZxI9 % 3/2 &Ml 7
NIV ZALTHS.

Asahiro & % DAGPack DEMIRIZE L TU LD ER%
ToTWaM, ZOFRIFERVTHS. ZOKEIZER 11
NE I

EIE 1 DAGPack Diifl|IADLR L H 8/5 TH 5.

SIEER. 112" 9 DAG I LT, 73V XL DAGPack
BETOHEMEZ —2 T2y 23250, GVauVy &
GVaU VL) Dl ERT Ry 7§52 TT Y gkl
BUXIE ST Z LD RETH 5. DAGPack DA ENZ L - TH
S5 T 0y JELREIEIL 8 TH B D, 22T eH
D, Bl ENIC KB T Oy JEERERIZS THE. /o
T, DAGPack IZ L BiEflRIFAL L 8/5THD.

DAGPack IZFR D 23H V EiR 1 &> T Wiz Z &b,
HE2THERLEZEDIZ, BE5UEDDAG 2 AL T
% MBT(2) 2T 2 ZNETORROEMT LIV X LIE
SCHk [5] TIREINAZHDTHD, TOELFIZ2THS.
EoT, KHXOHWIZZOEME 2 2WHET LI LT
»H5.
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4. ELRL7ZILTY X A

AREITIE MBT(2) I LT, ERENR2 —c &3, T
BOBAREMIZ 2 X0 B/ VIEMERZREDEMT L TY
ALERT. FT TN, BEED HeightTwo 2T H
WO U7z Bl 7V 3 AL HeightTwox % DA R IZ/R Y.

Algorithm HeightTwox*
AB: EEN2THBDAG G = (V,A)

HA: o#E P

Step 1. DUTOHANIFEDE, G % 2-CNF f N &
ARSI
Step 1-1: v, € V; DK/ — NIZH UEK x; %
HHUTH.
Step 1-2: /— Ny, e V1 iL&-o TSI NS

AN D% RS 5.

Rule (i): d=(v;) > 274613 (%)

Rule (ii): dT(v;) > 2 & 56IE ()

Step 1-3: &ffl v;, v; € Vi I UM F D% £

K9 5.

Rule (iii): d(v;) =d (v;) =L TH Y, #O
FERAY (u,v;), (u,vj) &78B &S u iV
ZHIES 572 61F (77 V 75)

Rule (iv): dt(v;) =d*(v;)=1TdHH, D
WA (v, u), (vj,u) £78BD &S u bV,
ZHAES 27261 (2 V zj)

Step 1-4: FKv; € Vi 12 L, ATNDHi % £k

5.

o d (v;) 12D d (v) <12R6IE (2 V)
Step 1-5: Step 1-2,Step 1-3 B L O Step 1-4 T

RS NHiE A(DD) TORE, fEREKRT 5.

Step 2. f % 2-SAT OLIHAR M 7V TV XL [7]
TE<.

Step3. LU fRREAATHLEH5E, 2 P
={{v} |veV} TS, fHRARREAHET
HBH5IE, Step 2 THON-ARAFEE KD
true, false DRAGHHIZHEDE, UMTFTD LS %
nDEPELEIITS
BER x; \TRL,

o z; =true 725X P IZ {v;} UN(v) ZESN.

o z; = false 78 51F, PIZ {v;} UNT(v) &M,
PLEDBIETHEIENTWRWE S — FoIZBL
TIE, {v} & UTHRIEMME % (Z2E LT PIZEM
5.

ARG D HeightTwo Tld, EI A2 D 3THAIZ L B8
NCVoUV UV IFELZ e ElF 7 u— A2 AmtEd
REETDRP o772, TOXIIBHEEIZHLTE 2
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O—X%EHT5L57% Step 1-4 ZEMLTW5B. i,
(2, VE;) EMENEDATHZDT, f, f'%2-CNF &
5L, f=(x;VE) - f=f &7, HeightTwoxDix
W7z N5,

DAP% HeightOne % HeightTwox S ZNEN T 1 v 7 ik
F#Z0H ULIX T ICHKZREBOZ &% Yes, HkR
Mol RBD I L% No LIFRZ LT 5. TLTY XL
AR TH 5.

Algorithm NewDAGPack

AJ: DAG G = (V,A)

A E P

Step 0. P, Si,---,8 22T &9 5.

Step 1. (BEHEFHDEFE Vi HDEE, Vie)—1
WORIBENEN WG) -2 A FIZR 3K
DEEE S, S 255, G[(VhUW) — 8] &
Gl(Vi(a)—1 U Vi(a)) — Sa] IZ HeightOne % il J
U, Bonndlz P, P, &9 5.
OnG)=3DEE : HeightOne D AAEHRD

FABDRIZL O UTOHERT 21T ¢
o Yes-Yes INADEEZ :P=P,UP, £T 5.
o Yes-Yes D& Z : P WD (p,q) X
T525v 7 {pq|pecVoqgeVi} Dg
BEO P, HDM (r,s) ITHIndT 58y 2
{r,s | 7 € Va,s € Va} D r % Sz ZEHM
T5.
¥, PLINOR u g 323y 27 {u]
uEWVNIIZRHLTP =P —{u} &L, Py
NDOE v IZHIBT BNy 7 {v]ve iz
MNUTP)=P, —{v} £$5.
G[(V1UV,) —S3] IZ HeightOne Z#H L, &
SN E%E Py &35, P=PUP,UP;
95,
Oh(G)>5 D& & : HeightOne DEHFHFERD
FABDRIZL VU TDOHERT 21T ¢
o Yes-Yes MANDH; : P=P,UP, & T 5.
o Yes-Yes D& & : Py WD (p,q) IZXINT
52Xy 7 {pq|pe€ Vo,q e i} Dqgx
S3 17, Py WD (r,s) 1TSS 58y 2
{r,s|r€Vig-1,5 € Vi) } D r % Syl
BT 5.
v € Vo ITH L THE B A(G) — 4 AR D%
S31Z, vj € Viygy—2 ISR U TES D W(G)—4
UFDH%E Sy ic&2TEMNT 5.
7z, PLNOR u lZRIET 58y 7 {u |
wueEVIIZRHLT P =P —{u} &L, Py
WO v IZHIBT BNy 7 {v]ve iz
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NUTP,=Py—{v} &5 5.
G[(V1UV2)=S3], G[(Vi(a)—2UVh(a)—1)—54]
Mj# |2 HeightOne Z @M L, 55N 72|
P, Ppl$s. P=PUPSUP3UP,
95,

Step 2. (BN BEDIFE v € Vo, v; €
Vie)—2 WCHUT, @&, HEBRZTNLENR(G) -3
UTFOEOEAZETNENSS, S £ 35, G(VpU
ViUVa) = S5], Gl(Vie)-2UVh(e)-1YVh(e)) — S6]
12X U C HeightTwox 2 #H 9 5. HoN7z3H
EENENPs, Pg &3 5.

Oh(G)=4D&E :  HeightTwox Dl FIfEREAS
Yes 7oz 8B 60 ADHEIP; (i € {5,6})
EIERL, P=P; &L Step 3 ~iEL.

i HD No &, 550k ADHE P
(i € {5,6}) Z#ERL, P=P;, &L Step 3~
HED.

OnMG)>6DEE: P=P;UP; T 5.

Step 3. P=PU{{v}|veV, vid v rZhTn
MO Y L, PERIEDUTEFELZEILT 5.

EE 2 7)LIY XL NewDAGPack DIEMIEIX, AN
DAG G D& X h(G) »%, (i) h(G) >3 THEHHD L &
2-2/(h(G)+1), (i) h(G) =4 D& 4/3, i(ii) h(G) > 6
THLEBDL E2—4/h(G) TH 5.

SRR, T, HE1LD, X h(G)DDAGG AN ET
% MBT(2) 1283 % F5UE btopr(G) > |W(G)/2] TH 5.
INEEE W(G) BEFBOBEDH btopr(G) = |h(G)/2)
BEKTE, h(Q) PMERDEGA X btopr(G) = h(G)/2 &
BRHEZLIIHONTHS.

() M(G) >3 THBABD L E2HE R 5.

(i-1) Step 12T, RIDh(G) L1221 NADH %N
K& LD AT, HeightOne D HKER A No-No 12725
BETiE, BOlfRIE No L ULTHEITER P> 7280 %
BRWTHEEIZAEL &S5 T 2DT, btacg(G) = h(G),
btopr(G) > [(M(G) —2)/2] +2 BIK D LD, & IFHK
ERELTWS7ZD, h(G)=2k+1 ({HL k=1,2,3,---)
L¥se,

btacg(G) _  W(G) _ 2%+1  2k+1
blopr(G) — [MY=2) 19 || +2  k+1
1 2
—9_ -9
k+1 hG) +1
LN RVASH

(i-2) ¥XIZ, Yes-No, ® LU <& No-Yes IZ72 5551213,
No L7223 CRIEMETEH 71y ZEGEEEIFD R & B
1R, TVWITY XLTIE Yes L7325 TV BEAHBFET
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S
| m
t
B 3 btopr(G) =2 £7%4% DAG G
Fig. 3 DAG G which achieves btopr(G) = 2

u E
4 btop7T(G)=2 L5
Fig. 4 Optimal packing of G

LZoT7ay ZEEEREEIID R L H 15, £72, No-No
DL Z[EARk, Flftld No & UTHEITE R 7280 %2R
WTEREIZAEIL £S5 T BDT, btacg(G) =h(G)—1,
btopr(G) > [(R(G) —1)/2] +1 HEE D ILD. - T,

bt acg(Q) hG) -1 2k . 2k
btopr(G) — [ME=L| 44 L%J +1 k+1
_2 4
E+1 7 WG)+1
NI RVASH

(i-3) HARIT Yes-Yes L2625 2 5. HIZIXK 3
WRT LI DAGITHUT, B 4D &S R imdndE
EITD 2L Thtopr(G) =2 LR BBNEFELET S, T

TY) ALIEEZ A(G) DNRAIZH LT Yes-Yes & U7z |
T, BX h(G) -1 D/NAIZK L TH, HeightOne D ik
BN S 70y ZEEEREE 1 ST IERE LT
o T, btarg(G) = h(G) —2 MK ED. - T
btop7(G) = [h(G)/2] &1,

btacg(G) _h(G) -2 _, 2
blopr(G) — | M4 hG) -1
N R/ RVASH

(-1), (i-2), BXC(-3) &b, WG) >3 THEHHD
EEEMFEIE2-2/(M(G)+1) AR TH B Z L ARSI Nz,
B2, h(G) =3 DG No-No IZ R 558120 M 3/2 3
BPlees Z IZERBLUTALY. ZHIEBEMNLES
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{(v,v) |u e Vi,v € Va} ZLT/NY 7 U btopr(G) = 2,
TITY XL bt arg(G) =3 LR BEGHEBMEDTFHET
57-DTH5.

(i) (G) = 4 &9 %. h(G) = 4D5gE, £7
btopr(G) = h(G)/2 =2 PED LD, ZHIE G[VoU Vi U
Vol Ty ZEGAREE 1S L, GVaUVaUVy T
0y ZEGERRE LIS LTWAEAEDATHS. 7T
) X2\ HeightTwox I 7 )V TV XA TH B DT, B
A EE 2 D DAG O 71y Z kR E 1ITHikS 785
W7 VTV XL EN M-S HE2H T2, Tbb
Yes £72%. £o7T, btopr(G) =285 L2%EHT 4D
DAG B"AF1& ULTEZ 5N E, Yes-Yes DIRREL 72
50, EHE5NRAD Yes o2 0E%ERL, ROD
HRZE 12Ty 7§50 %475720, btarg(G) =3
MDD, EoTh(G)=4D& ZiTiX3/2: 0L %5,

(iii) ¥XIZ, Step 2 12 THE I h(G) DMEEH,D W(G) > 6

BEEZD.
(iii-1) HeightTwox DE KGR A No-No & 782556121

btacg(G) = h(G), btopT(G) > (h(G)/2) +2 HIKY LD,
'ﬁé") T’

btacg(G) - MG) _, 8

btopr(G) ~ MG Lo " K(G)+4
NP RVACN

(iii-2) ¥KIZ, Yes-No, U <IE No-Yes (272254121
btacg(G) = h(G) — 1, btopr(G) > (h(G)/2) + 1 AR
SO, o T,

btacg(G) G -1 _, 6
btopr(G) ~ MG 11 7 (G)+2
LN BVASH

(iii-3) mBEIT Yes-Yes & R DB HITIE, btacg(G) =
WG — 2, btopr(G) > h(G)/2 BK D V0. o7,
bacg(G) _h(G) -2

Morr(@) =BG TG

LN RVASH

(iii-1), (iii-2), B L& (iii-3) £ b, AJ1D DAG D&
S h(G) BEE»D MG > 6DEE, TLITY XA
NewDAGPack DTl 2 —4/h(G) AT & 705 Z L AVRE
nrz. [

7, ULoiE@mL VU TOZ N B oD,

%1 73V XA NewDAGPack I, AJIDAG G D
SRG) M3 FERIF4DEE, FELELUTIVITY XLT
»H5.

i

AWFED —EBIL, BIEAREE RIS JP25440018 & K U
JP26330017 12 & 5.
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