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Error Classification of English Writing Lessons

BENDAN FLANAGAN™* CHENGJIU YIN>® TAKAHIKO SUZUKI™?*

SACHIO HIROKAWA 24

An important issue in education systems is the ability to determine the characteristics of a learner and then to provide suitable
guidance in response. In this paper a system was built to classify a learner’s errors into categories (Kroll 1990, Weltig 2004) with
the purpose of identifying the error characteristics of a learner studying English composition. More specifically, machine

learning was undertaken on the writings of learners on the Lang-8 foreign language learning community site.

1. [FL®HIC

WA, RFE S TZHENICE HbILRV, Web ETOEES:
FEPBEATON TN D, FRZ, BB LRERELZRFOH
WA BEWVICRHEFEEZH XS 5 A FBAWRITL TN D,
Bl ZIX, HARNFA A BRFHETHENWZLEHEEZ Web (2l
L., BFEEREFEL T2 BREONLEERANT HZ ENT
X%, M, BWARK BETHEWEXEL A BIRHIT 2 &
WO LAY E L FRETH D, Lang-8" ITRFA R INEFE
DHERAZ IR T 5914 FThH D,

FIAREIZ ZEBT B9 A M2k, KL< OFRHIT—2 R
RSN TEY, ZhxiEATEL FEOHRIT—/E
mEDLLEEZOND, Fexid Lang- 8 OF—H EAV, F
VEETHAEDFRY /X% — 2 (Error Pattern) Z 3 L. 720
INE—VRID I A R AT KEREE LTZ[8], 2OV AT A
ZRMAL T, ZAOFHSE (FAEBAEORY F—) Zif
L, TOFHAICH L THRVELFEEITI 2 & THED)
RPN ENRDZEERLE, LML, FEEXETHY XY —
BT 5L, R EFNNRLETH D,

WTE OB B O IEDHEA T D SE L VL OB H
b, FrlZ, PR — b - T Z— <= (SVM) [XEERTT
RY RV ORI T2 D T2 OFERER I i & 72 o T
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%, SVM IFEBIMEREAE <. Z< OB THH ST
[5]. £ZC, AR TILSVM ZAWVWT, Y ST E1T
95,

Fexix, FEHBEOBRYFHEMHT 52 L2 RMNA
&L TW5, AfETlE, Lang-8 [ZE TR HGD
B, EPTL BT ESNEZ S0 MO ET o F LT BA
2o WIT, ZHHDILITHWT, Kroll[6], Weltig[7]D1ESL
RO SEOENICHAT 20 REEEREREE T 0H—F#
DR & AT o T2, Lang-8 TIE, AL EMHIL OB 13 H D |
WRHISCEIZIE, HIBRCHAZR EOFTIER®R Y 7 3 Hmsn
TNWA5ZEbHDM, 4T LHETORBIFRICHEMZ ¥
TNEPNTVD LIFRLRV, EZTEELIT, RXE
WHIXOT 4 A Mk, HIBR L AEGE & I
W L7z, 29 LTHEOLNAHIBRCA S 7 (& O HEE
b, —MROHEFELFERIZ, BB SBEOHEICRIH L, 2
I LTHLNIZFEE T — X IR LT — 3% SVM %

WALT, B SEOHEZITV., £ OHEEMERE 2 50 L
776
2. BEEHE

INETHEETAT 17 GEk) 0EEEOITH)
IZOWTOEFMZRHFZEIL, EICHAUEHENTITORT
T, FEHREAHENCRETSHZLET, 947407
NRICEEZRFETEBbhs, 9477 0FE, 7
AT 4 IPITENDRE, FLhEORREDOERD 2
fe— VR HREIZR T2,

Kroll[6]1%, FeIIZHIRRD & 2 H=EAN & | FEHIC KRB N H
DO T Ly vy — OOhnETHIENSEEED HE
HOBRE T, PEDIAT 4 7IZED LD RN D)
EUEERL WD, ZEOTAT 4 7HIZHLDLNLD
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ﬁ@%”ﬁb HBBEEZHET S LT, HEOREK
BIFDT7A4T 4 v THARDOEEEIT> T, B DSy
%Lomfi%mﬁ%#$¢¥fﬁofwéo

Weltig[7]1%, RFHHMISNEFBFZEBEDIA T 4 v T %
AT ORI, BARSBEORY BNAEITED L ) g
EHXDLENEREL TS, YOS E L TIE Kroll[6]
OB EFEU LD OEZHRAL TS, bHFEEDOEY O
BREEN, MOFEHOFRY IV b, R KRE 8 E 5 2
LT LEWE I,

SVM & D OB E 7L =Y X A& Lic, %3

O BYHERFESN TS, FHOH2)X. EEOT
ZHNAR—NX— R OTEFR Y R T 570 RB T Y
CORBREREFRIA Uiz, O IECEMURIT L, # 7
Lizth, XOWEEICHEKSTHRHBE I =) —24EK LT, B
FREROE v M E, ATILRRY 25 AT D EDN
ZHELTWD, AARGANTELTORGERY Z#RET S
TeODIE L LT B REERMAT 2 HFiEaHlAE LT,
51k, #¥ T —& & LT NICE (Nagoya Interlanguage
Corpus of English) F D 3-7'F7 A, BLUW4-7 T LEMHH
LT, EXHICHROBEEN TV EINENEHET L7290
DETNVEFERL TN D,

F7-. BROSES 7 4+ —< AR chosESYE
O FMICER TR L H D, AL INITER A 558
THHMT. n-Z T LESVMEM S Z L E2RFT L, 5
FET. BMY A 725 o BICHE AR E 22 5
n-7 7 LERRTDHEEERE L, ROT, 210 O
% SVM %85 — 9&LT%V\TW77X“T%TW%
AR L72e 10,000 DY > FVERNICK L TZ OET LA
FALTAER, #EkoFA L i L CTENL TN D &V ) fER
ZEHTND,

Zhang[9] TIE & ORI -E O FIER Y D4V EICE M
SHT L7z, B 5H1E TREC $eif = — /SR IZ DWW THLEE, B
BN T A HBXAET—2E LT BRFEE T2,
ZORR, THXRANOREHRFEEIZT 2 E-T25A .
SVM BMhod 4 opEE 7 LT Y XA, 7725 Nearest
Neighbor £, 7 A —7 X4 X WEKR IO, Winnows
@ Sparse Network £ ¥ &, XOSFHIZB W TEWIERE % £F
DITENTRINTWD, IRBBIETF LT+ LA N,
FEOMER LN MEX S ENTE - T A BT =L
IREEEIN ARSI OB A HET DR L LTHEA L, #5
X, ZOFEEHFERALT, a—S2AHOHmMLOMEDOR
B 77.75%DKEE THEL T\ D,

3. RXBEXHDARY bILiE

YESCRR Y O EHEE RN ER O 7= D O FEET — X # LLT
OFNETHEE L7z, £, Lang8 ICHBLELHIMS B
FIZEDEERH DL H T Z NI 500 fEATS, 7277 L
INHOFNZIE, XORPEEEZHELZLObH -T2,

12012 Information Processing Society of Japan

IT, ZOLEO b DRI R\ 399 ol xige & L
2o DFED, HIRHRIILTIEARL, B EERREXEE
NEBEELTEEXOMERETH LI AT A b0
KIBIZOWTHRET P GETA" Z{fi- THAKE L L
:OAWM . E9. FOCEEESCHEN D HEE R
FEE LCEEE L, HEBEOMY LN %350 T, &
’3”’?”) TEEITRD AT IV I TbhnwZ & L Lz,
Lang8 TiL, Ik Mo Mm#FIZ & 5 EIEiX<span
class="xxx">: W H ¥ LTI Wb, ZoxT
DINT A —H—xxx DEZIZIEL, HiEOHIR % % sline O
mL\Qmu@wimmkw9%m®ééﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁb
nTws, LL, @TOEBEIZY 7 TRk ENTWDHR
T, i, —micx ZRERFEDIL TV AERTIX
Bholz, TZT, AMTRINOOELEY 7 2FMT 5
T EIFHD T, FORDVIT, BRI EBEELIZT TA A
VINEEATAHI LT, EERYEME L7, Lang-8 ®
T2, HlxiE, TOX I RFEXEEELORIZHR - T
W5,

£ 1 R LEELDH

e I woke up alone, with lose memory, lying on the
. white beach, not knowing where I was.
I woke up alone, with no memory, lying on a|
I TE . p . y, lying
white beach, not knowing where I was.

ZOFTIE, RXD Tosel 72 NT Tthe) 23, EIEX
TIEHENZEI Tnol 725NT Ta) E7poTW0Wb, EIEE
L CliX. lose DHIBR(delete)] lthe D HIBR(delete)]  no @
i N(insert)| la OF A(insert)] OEAEIZ LV T Z7 A AV

FCTEDMELIMBET L P2 T, ZOFNZ OV T,
fEIE % %9 d:no, d:the, i:no, i:a &b —HXDHEE L [FAERICHK ]
FEE LTRERT D, HIBR LA DR <HAEIE(edit) & 772
L7238 5|5E emo,e:the,eno,e:a HAGEK L7,

WIT, RFEEREREL T5H—FEN, ThLEhOXI
42 OB O LI AT L2050 EEIT -T2, Lo
WIZDOWTIE, RV OFfffA & L TIX 38 & D Article errors & |
41 %D Nagation &5 2 DR 8" 5 L HIE LT,
2B O 3 ¥E(category)lE, ¢:38 A HNT cidl WD
RHIGEL LTEE LT, ZOME, Ligroplit, =7 —
S EIEHEE, — BB STREORLIFEC LY~
JUAL & 41, i:a,d:the,e:a,e:the 7> 5 Article (ZDOW\WTHT T — &
WO ZENHEETE D, £/, inoemo N HEEICBEETS
LZTT7—pHETED, 2O LI —HOHGEIZIT TR,
BEFHREHAND Z T 27 —HENTRIZRD B X
7

*1 http://geta.ex.nii.ac.jp/geta.html
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#2 BIXOFREGIFE

c:38/ c:41

d:lose/ d:the imno/ i:a

e:the /e:lose/ e:a /emno

the/ a/ woke/ no/ not/ on/ white/ memory/ with/ lying/

beach/ up/ i/ knowing/ where/ alone/ was/ lose/

DX BBBFEIZ Lo THEARBR= Y DU BMHEE LT,
¥, Y SEHEEIC 1T, 38 0 4l ) G EIT
FIFH L Tuhvguy,

4. BEXDBRYHE

AIEE Tk~ 0 | WEL T L7z 500 LR TRETE O
I, BNAEIBELEZLOZBBV 399 FlEidy <4 —
VDT DI LT,

F9. 25 DOEREIFIE Kroll[6] 3 LT Weltig[7] 123
DERFEHFAOBRVICFIEETHELE, 2B, [6]BLV
[71CIE. ENZFIVHBA R 2 5BERHA L TWD 72D,
WA L pEEEEA L,

Lang-8 vs Weltig
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Weltig: errors per 100 words

1 Lang-8 & Weltig @389 OFHES

e DBFZFE(Kroll [6] and Weltig [T R T B4 FEL Y
FEAMERE & | Lang-8 1281 R BAMEEIZOWT, #U¥
BRI ATV 2 Tz, T ORER, Lang-8 1IZ8B1F 5
PRV AL, Kroll ®FHEN, Kroll D%, BIW
Weltig DFRAEIZRIT D580 FAEME L AE2MAZR L
(p <0.05),

#3 R RABEORIFREYR T TERDHTZE L Lang-8)

Kroll (=) Kroll (H %) Weltig
1%]0.6351 0.6409 0.5834
t 14.3509 4.4179 3.8011
p 10.0002 0.0001 0.0007
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|y [2.9376 +4.2918x[4.9722 + 3.6384x|7.2613 + 21.1171x

FAT 4 TAC—=H—IZLDEABITIE, LiIZLIE, —
DOLHPIEBOEBORVETIENREEND, ZNEHE
AN, EEORIEOR Y EEE2E ATV D RENNITE
DFRY NE = ZFfoTWDHHEDE L THE LT, WD
ORI TIL, FBRDOIFTEICOWTa A LY, &
BOFTEFEMEZTRE LT\, ZhbiE, [FEAOFRR
(Lexical/phrase choice)f® ¥ & L CHME L 7=,

I B OMBBEGEE VT, 95%DEHEKMIMCDH D4
DA LT, DE D, RO L Lang-8 Dl & T
AN R DR A Lz, 3 20 BURSHTIC
BWTC AR 22 FIEORY 23 95%DEHEK M H - 7=,
300G T_RTIZbT-> T ISNDFEEXRFEMIT e v b
SNTEEVITNHEETH - T,

b 11 FEOMY L, Lang-8 REETOTIA T 47
BT DB BEEBLUET EONNZ— 2 & Kroll R
Weltig OWFE T X VBRI BB REICE T 53
E—EWRHDLZLERBL TS, ZOEWL, F
EOEFR—var, TAT7 427 OFEM, FADOMEANN
R (Rl AL PRI 5D FICER 42 L Bbh s,

# 4 Lang-8 2BV T ISUIEMRMSMITry FE DR
v FEE

More freq. in Lang-8 Less freq. in Lang — 8

#  |Error Cat. # |Error Cat.

3 |Verb missing 7 |Sentence fragment

11 |Word order 8 |Run-on sentence

19 |Verb formation 20 |Subject-verb agreement

Ambiguous/Unlocatable .
25 40 |Punctuation
reference

28 |Lexical/phrase choice

36 |Preposition

38 |Article errors

5. SVMIZ& SIS —EET DR

TOHRSFIVHETOT—F 2B T—4 L LTSVM
ALz &0 T — SEMEMERTH DS, "B, 20
# 5 TIXFETY — h LTV 5%, 36(Preposition), 42(Spelling),
2(Subject formation), 28(Lexical/phrase choice) Ti% 9 HILL F
OHRETHETETND, L, ZhiF&aToTr—4%
> TV D O TPMLMERE D FFAI TlE 220,

x5 T —FEFA LT —EREEMNRE
I prec |[recall |F

36 0.9310]0.9643]0.94740.9850

accuracy
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42 0.9773(0.8958]0.9348(0.9850
2 1.0000{0.8571]0.9231]0.9950
28 0.8696(0.967710.9160(0.9724
38 0.2698(1.0000]0.4250(0.5388
19 0.1845(1.0000]0.3116(0.5238
11 0.1201{1.0000]0.2145(0.3208
33 0.0955]1.0000(0.1743{0.5013
25 0.0806{1.0000]0.1493(0.4286
3 0.0599]1.00000.1131{0.2531
17 0.0521{1.0000]0.0990(0.5439
13 0.0492(1.0000]0.0939(0.3709
6 0.0488]1.0000(0.0930{0.5113
37 0.0478]1.0000(0.0913{0.5013
30 0.0461{1.0000]0.0881(0.4812

#Fz6, M2, M31E39H0T—%%F & K210 @I

HSEIL,9BTEELEYD 1 ETOT A & 10 BTV
%@ﬁﬁ%*btlﬂ“ﬁm#&m®ﬁ%fbéo #%6 T
1P T—ZOEKELATTERLTND, WTO
3:7—)ji:éf”%)\ FEIE 4 BN B 2720,

&

015 1 T
005 — — —
000 =

P £ & & &
9.?‘&&9& ‘*‘?&‘@é&é ﬁé&?\?ﬁ“ 8% «: bf§&$

ié S f?
\} é) fl,(7 »33} @VQ
® o ‘?‘9 #
& ¢
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Accuracy

K3 73— L OHEEMRE
(Accuracy, 10 Z3FIAS M E)

T— L FAE, 72 5 ONT Accuracy DR Z 71> R L
72X 4, 5 TIE, VYU ENE N T —DOREEIZ O
TR L EL D E VW) EOHMBENRALND, K405
F, kx0T —ORBEICHOVTATIC L BB E6 %2
100 HERREHEf T IEX, 8 oD FENAHFTEH L THT
x5,

F-neasure vs # sanples
8.4

+

8.3

8.2 -

F-neasure

++

18 20 38 48 58 68 70

# sanples

B4 FlEET—HZEDME
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Accuracy vs # samples
8.8

8.5 r

accuracy

a.3

8.2

1e 20 30 48 568 668 70

# sanples

5 Accuracy &7 — Z O

Fo 10 0EIREMEIC LD T — A ENERE

#7 SVMZHEH L TELNDIET VNG, HFEL X T

err | FFEGE

42 | Spelling shopping e went e:e i:e phrase china day

friend what

28 | Lexical/phrase | which m it am would student in d:in here

choice girl

38 | Article errors e:the i:the e:a the i:a a man eA

university e:This

36 | Preposition i:in e:in d:at at e:for e:at e:on on i:on two

19 | Verb

formation

i:zing e:ing ing didn e:to entrance d e:eat

d:eating collage

error type #sum|prec |[recall |F accuracy
42|Spelling 48 10.415310.3906]0.3807(0.7780
28|Lexical/phrase choice |62 [0.3109]0.5206]0.3672]0.7218
38]Article errors 68 10.2265(0.9857(0.36520.4023
36|Preposition 56 10.2049(0.5742(0.2948]0.6288
19|Verb formation 43 10.1865]0.6881]0.2828(0.6547
11{Word order 37 10.1472]0.6514(0.2248]0.5999
33|Singular for plural 21 10.1129{0.8000]0.1910]0.5796

2 |Subject formation 14 10.0758]0.3333]0.1169]0.5217

Ambiguous/unlocatable

25 20 ]0.0687(0.2833]0.1087(0.4843
refer

3 |Verb missing 19 [0.0585]0.8250]0.1077]0.2647

37|Genitive 10 [0.0539]0.4667]0.0957]0.4941

17|Tense 10 [0.0588]0.4167]0.0917]0.3633

30|Word form 10 10.0418]0.3833]0.0750/0.4491

13|Extraneous words 12 10.0385]0.6500]0.0718(0.4516
Dangling/misplaced

6 10 10.0063(0.0333]0.0105/0.5078
modifier

6. T3 —RED-HDRHHE

BTHOT—HIZHONWT SVM Z#H L THLNLET L
Mmh, HFELX TOAaT 2RO LENTE D,
38(Article errors) ClX, HFEZOH LV, ¥ 7H ik
e:the,icthe,e:aita 72 ENFFEGE & 72 o T %, 36(Preposition)
T Y. ¥ ZBfF7= iine:in,d:at,e:for,e:at,e:on,izon 72 E A3
FEEEL > TRV EBENBRST T —INCHEN -
TWVDZ ENHERTE S, 19(Verb formation) DA EED> &
M. "ing"BEFEBIPIRERY Lo TnB I E BTMTE S,
42(Spelling) @ "e","e:e","i:e" IZ D> \» T L, conv-a-rsation,
ev[elryone, 7 F OEWNTH - 7=,
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7. FEDESRORE

AFETid, Lang-8 ICENNZELHENDS, HiEZ FFEH
LT DB —EH D NFE T(Kroll[6], Weltig[7TDIZ & B 1EX
Y O LY T DN BT o7, R EIREISLO T
TAAMZEY HIBR, FASHICHGELRB L, &
X 72 8bETHRIIFEE Lz, B BEXICEENT
WHHGER I T, ZNLOBEEFHRGELEE LRI
Lz, 29 LTHELNEEET —2ITxt LAY — R
SVM i LT, 0 pHOHEEZITV., £ OHEEERE
A U 7z, BARIIZIZ 399 T — & & T &4 A 10 il
ESEIL,9ETEELEYD 1B TOT X k10 BT+
DY % KD T2 10 nEIZEME LT T, WThoxF —
SETH, FEIE 4 BT bRy, LarLl, ¥EELET
—Z %L FAE, 72 5 ONT Accuracy DARBEZ 71 v b L7z
BTN E T T — ORI O TS E
BLELSRD EVHIEOHBEARA LN, RXDZT—D
R Z L NPT X 2800 & 100 (FF2 2 R 3,
SEIDFENM/CcCELrLETFHTED, 22T, BET—
B EWeT LT R LR ERETFETH D, LL,
B2 BN O™ & 42 FEEO & OB ITHYET 50
ET DIEEITE D TRV, £ 2 T ERIZ 4 FILLT7E2,
A cHonHRERERAT 22 &C, PRI 48
DT7rFx 7 LTERTIE., ATICXL DHEDOHER
ERBEFHELTNS,

BEXH

1) A, e x KRR, ATHZE/E: BiEEBYE N-gram & HEaTAOME

FEIC X 2EMEZ A TRGE, RO TEHIGE 44(11),

2839-2853 (2003).

2) R, CEFERT, WA R A BERT U E WL

TLRARE Y O, DBSJ Letters, 6(3) (2006).

3)  /NREE—ER, ETAELE, EIHPE—: N-gram & # ML T 5 ¥

— Rk AN T SEEERL AR SC D E I E, WIEIRE TS L T

7 & AHAT(IFAT), 12(1) (2012).

4)  BARKMA, KES: MBSV OMBHRERLIE S %K
R0 BRI B3 % B, DEIM Forum 2012, 9(1) (2012).




TSI
IPSJ SIG Technical Report

5) Karatzoglou, A., Meyer, D., Hornik, K.: Support vector machines
in R. Journal of Statistical Software, 15 (9), pp. 1-28 (2006).

6) Kroll, B.: What does time buy? ESL student performance on home
versus class compositions, In B. Kroll (Ed.), Second language writing:
Re- search insights for the classroom (pp. 140-154), Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press (1990).

7)  Weltig, M. S.: Effects of language errors and importance attributed
to language on language and rhetorical-level essay scoring, Spaan
Fellow Working Papers in Second or Foreign Language Assessment
Volume 2 2004,1001, 53 (2004).

8) Yin, C., Hirokawa, S., Flanagan, B., Suzuki, T., Tabata, Y.:
Mistake Discovery and Generation of Exercises Automaticity in Context,
Proc. of LTLE2012 (2012).

9) Zhang, D., Lee, W. S.: Question classification using support vector
machines, In Proceedings of the 26th annual international ACM SIGIR
conference on Research and development in information retrieval (pp.
26-32) (2003).

12012 Information Processing Society of Japan



